Prof. Duzheng YE (also spelt Tu-Cheng Yeh) was one of the main founders of modern meteorology in China. He devoted himself to the Earth sciences for more than 70 years, during which time his contributions, to name just a few, included establishing Tibetan Plateau meteorology; developing the theory of atmospheric longwave energy dispersion, and therefore providing the theoretical basis for modern weather forecasting; and expanding global change research by building a framework of "orderly human adaptation" in the context of a life-supporting environment and proposing climate change adaptation theories. He actively participated in, and advised for, the development of meteorological operational systems in China, and made outstanding contributions to modern meteorological operations in the country. He also served as an executive member of many international organizations, and he was With great sadness, and considerable loss to the meteorological community, Professor YE passed away on 16 October 2013, at the age of 98. To commemorate his life's achievements, the Institute of Atmospheric Physics, where he had worked since returning to China in 1948, organized the "Duzheng YE Centenary Symposium: From General Circulation to Global Change" in 2016 in Nanjing, China. We invited his friends, colleagues (including those who have grown to know him through his publications -not just in person) and former students (many of whom have become renowned scientists themselves) to review his contributions to, and inspiration within, the fields of atmospheric science and global change. Following the symposium, invitations were extended to contribute to this special issue in Advances in Atmospheric Sciences (AAS), which we feel is particularly fitting given Professor YE was also the founding Editor-in-Chief of this journal.
